
With 1.6metres of snow on the ice of the lakes, ice fishing season has almost closed for 

the season. But, there are a few signs of the awakening spring. The Crows, the Canada 

Geese, and the first Gulls of the year passed by on March 23
rd
. Our 45

th
 Red Deer Out-

doorsman and Outdoor Adventure Show is in the books and was well attended. Thanks 

to all who volunteered for security and I hope it was an enjoyable experience and we 

can contact you again for next yearôs show. 

The AFGA Convention saw no financial grant again this year from SRD Minister Mel 

Knight. The new President elected is Conrad Fennema, the past 1
st
 Vice President. 

Two members and their wives from Red Deer Fish and Game received Lifetime 

Achievement Awards from AFGA for all their efforts in Conservation and Education of 

our young people. Well done Rob and Gale McCoy and Venny and Gerrie Chocho-

lacek.  Our 2
nd
 Vice President and her member husband, Jacqueline Risling Brown also 

attended for the first time. 

The Budgets are ambitious for this coming year, but the Club had a unexpected windfall 

of a cheque to replace a shortfall in the budgets. Regent Resources out of Calgary has 

a pipeline crossing through the hayland on the Habitat Land. The company also donat-

ed $2500.00 to the Red Deer River Watershed Alliance Workshops in November. 

Thanks for this local interest in our area by this Company. 

The Red Deer Fisheries Roundtable was held March 15
th
. at the Holiday Inn. Data on 

the walleye populations of Pigeon, Sylvan, Pine, Battle, Buck, and Gull was presented. 
Sylvan was interesting in that it has only the stocked fish from the last stocking and 
they are probably going to be put on a tag system for harvest perhaps by 2012. Most of 
them will not have spawned by then so it is a tough decision. The Sylvan Creel this past 
summer showed very low fishing pressure overall. By Comparison, Pigeon, Pine, Gull, 
and Buck Lakes are getting very heavy angling pressure. Wizard Lake was sampled for 
Pike and showed small fishðmaybe an environmental overwintering problem?  Buffalo 
Lake is similar and has high fishing pressure. Whitefish were sampled in Pigeon Lake 
using the Commercial Fishery. The Whitefish were averaging close to 4lbs.! The catch-
es /net were down for Buck and Pigeon due to the summer kill in 2010. One Pigeon net 
caught many Burbot and will be zoned off to prevent them getting caught.  Burbot had 
been closed early to protect them for the last 5 years. The plan is to close harvest on 
Burbot at all other lakes in this area on Feb. 1, 2013  to align with the existing Pigeon 
closure. As Zone 3 Fish Chair, I have some concerns for the Fish and Game derbies 
and the free fishing day. Burbot are caught by kids in these events and to not be able to 
take one home could sour the experience. E-mail Vance Buchwald@gov.ab.ca. with 
your concerns about this regulation changes and CC kpwingert@shaw.ca. 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT:                                                                                                      Kevin Wingert 

ADVOCATING THE COMMON INTERESTES 

OF ETHICAL HUNTERS, ANGLERS, & 

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS  
ATTENTION 

 SPECIAL GENERAL 

MEETING 

April 18, 2011 

Let it be known that 

there is currently a  

Motion before the Cub 

to Increase Annual 

Membership Fees.  

All Current Members 

are Eligible to Vote.  

If Passed, Fee Increases 

Will Become Effective 

in 2012. 

For More Information 

Please Contact Your 

Executive Prior to The 

Special  

General Meeting. 

Meeting to Commence 

at 7:00 pm 

Red Deer Legion 

Bremner Ave. 
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2ND V.P. REPORT                                                               Jacqueline Brown-Risling  

Today I saw the first sign that spring is 
here, despite the 3 inches of heavy wet 
snow that is still falling, the return of the 
Canada Goose. With the End of March 
fast approaching, I am turning my 
thoughts away from the AFGA Confer-
ence in Edmonton that my husband and I 
attended to represent Red Deer, and to 
the preparations for the upcoming Smoker 
on April 18

th
. 

I wanted to express my gratitude at being 
chosen to represent our club at the Con-
ference. What a wealth of information, 
and a chance to network with so many 
wonderful people. It was great to watch 
the McCoy's and the Chocolacek's re-
ceive their Life Time Achievement 
Awards. The amount of time and dedica-
tion they put into furthering the goals of 
Fish & Gamers is truly humbling. Rob & 
Gale, Venny & Gerrie,  thank you for all 
that you do. 
I learned so much at the conference that 
there is no way I can even begin to cram it 
into this little article. I will say that some 
things made me jump for joy, and others 
made me very sad for our future as Alber-
tans. We are definitely in a time of major 
legislative change. Please feel free to call 
me if you want to discuss what I have 
come back with. Whether it is proposed 
changes to the Hunting and Fishing Regu-
lations, Alberta Carnivores, Baiting and 
Trapping, Endangered Species, Land and 
Water Use Framework, Enforcement, 
CWD and other Ungulate diseases, or 
how the may programs in Alberta that are 
affiliated with Fish and Game work, I will 
pass on what I have learned. I even have 
come away with a corporate tax tip for 
those of you looking for a 100% corporate 

tax write off! 
As April is fast approaching, I have shifted 
my attentions toward working to prepare 
your upcoming Smoker Night on April 
18
th
. Before the festivities, there will be a 

very brief, but very important Special 
Meeting to discuss and vote on a mem-
bership fee increase. This will be your 
only chance to have input into this deci-
sion. 
The Smoker Night will start immediately 
after the meeting. Bring your old camping 
and hunting and other outdoor equipment 
that you no longer need, but is still in 
good, usable, and safe condition. Please 
do not bring any firearms! There will be 
tables set up to display your items for auc-
tion. There will be food, a cash bar, and a 
guest speaker, as well as door prizes and 
a raffle item. Also welcome are any items 
that you wish to show off, such as the fish 
that didn't get away, your new stuffed tro-
phy, or a tried tested and true outdoor 
recipe to share. This is one meeting and 
event night you won't want to miss! Hope 
to see you there! 
A quick addition to this article, now that 
the snow is almost gone, it looks as if the 
Conservatives are promising to scrap the 
gun registry if re-elected. I guess we will 
see. But now is the time to lobby for the 
changes you want to see. There has been 
a lot of resolutions put forward this year. 
One very hot topic was to allow pack dogs 
to accompany hunters in the mountain 
WMUôs. If you have an opinion on this, get 
your letter into the AFGA Hunting Chair. 
In the meantime, I am off to shoot wildlife 
with the only tool legal to me at this point 
in the yearé my camera. Hereôs to fishing 
without ice very soon... 
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Quality Trout fisheries: Do they create a mob scene when word 

of a large catch gets around? We have several proposals to stock 

trout which may do that. Is that going to bring more helpers into 

our conservation organization? Who does the monitoring? How 

do we keep the herons and pelicans out? Who pays for the fish? 

The Alberta Government and Alberta Conservation Association  

are developing these at suitable places such as Kerbes and Bea-

ver Pond, with aeration. Central Alberta near Red Deer has only 

a few suitable sites. Is a bunch of borrow pits, common in our 

area, stocked with 1 LB. trout, (to avoid predation by cormo-

rants) the way to go? Overall, it would be much cheaper.  Just 

some food for thought.  The Red Deer River Watershed Alliance 

has another open house workshop on April 27th. to get your input 

on how the watershed should be managed. It may be that we will 

be in spring flooding by then and sick of running water... 

PRESIDENTôS REPORT CONT:                                                                                      Kevin Wingert 

4th annual 

gun show  

May 7: 10am-5pm 

May 8: 10am-3pm 

Agritrade West  Westerner 

Park 

For more info  contact 

Venny Chocolacek 403-347-

3767 

We expect over 200 tables this 

year, so it should make for an 

excellent show. There are indi-

viduals from MB, SK, AB, and 

BC to display thir guns and relat-

ed items. 

As per usual, we require volun-

teers for security, etc. If you can 

help out, please give me a call. 

We need: 

SAT: 10am-12 & 2pm-5pm 

SUN 12:30pm-3pm 

PAL Course Info Contact     

Venny 403-347-3767 



The 2011 Canada Winter Games in Halifax are still going on 

as Iôm writing this report.  The games are split in two weeks of 

competition.  We were Group 1 ñthe first weekò.  Leaving Ed-

monton the 10th of February and returning Saturday February 

19th. 

The pistol team was made up of two girls and two boys.  Emily 

Caine, Sarah Caine, Kendyll  McIlroy from our club and Peter 

Schulze of Calgary.  Kendall and Peter combined for  a bronze 

medal in the team event and Peter also won a bronze in the 

individual shoot. 

Halifax went all out to make everybody feel welcome.  The 

accommodations were first class (Marriott Hotel) on the water 

front.  Food was great, lots of variety, hot and cold, available 

from 6:00 am to 10:00 pm.  Some athletes had a long journey 

to their venues and consequently coming and going at odd 

times, hence the continuous meals.  Some days would start at 

5:30 am, breakfast quickly, jump on the bus and go shooting. 

As a coach this was learning experience for me as well as the 

shooters.  We all gained so much experience that cannot be 

duplicated at home.   The shooting has improved in Canada at 

an astonishing rate.  Three girl teams broke the previous games 

record by a long margin.  Our team will have their work cut 

out for them.  We have four years to prepare for the games in 

Prince George, B.C. and I have volunteered my services to 

Alberta one more time, but the job has not been officially con-

firmed, but regardless will stay on as a club coach as long as 

Iôm wanted. 

We are the only country in the world with such an event.  The 

summer and winter games alternate every two years just like 

the Olympics.  Many of our athletes have competed in CWG 

and have gone onto the big world stage. 

We had time to watch the hockey game between Alberta and 

Quebec.  The announcer named about ten hockey players in 

the NHL right now who got their start at the CWG including 

Sidney Crosby.   The games are a beginning for many world 

class athletes in the various sports. 

I would like to remind everyone, whether win or lose, it is a 

great accomplishment just to be part of the team.  It proved the 

athlete was the best we could send to represent our club and 

province.  As their coach I know the team gave it their best 

shot. 
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CANADA WINTER GAMES                                                                      Provincial Coach Arno Baron 

From a Retired & Re-

spected Member of the 

CourtsðLetter to the 

Prime Minister:  

Dear Prime Minister, 

Letôs put the seniors in 

jail and the criminals in 

a nursing home. This 

way the seniors would 

have access to show-

ers, hobbies, and walks. 

Theyôd receive unlim-

ited free prescriptions, 

dental and medical 

treatment, wheelchairs 

etc and theyôd receive 

money instead of pay-

ing it out. They would 

have constant video 

monitoring, so they 

could be helped instant-

ly if they fell, or needed 

assistance. 

Bedding would be 

washed twice a week, 

and all clothing would 

be ironed and returned 

to them. A guard would 

check on them every 20 

minutes and bring their 

meals and snacks to 

their cell. 

They would have family 

visits in a suite built for 

that purpose. They 

would have access to a 

library, weight room, 

spiritual counselling, 

pool and education. 

Simple clothing, shoes, 

slippers, P.J.ôs and legal 

aid would be free. Pri-

vate, secure rooms for 

all, with an outdoor ex-

ercise yard, with gar-

dens. Each senior could 

have a PC , a TV, a radio 

and daily phone calls. 

There would be a board 

of directors to hear 

complaints, and the 

guards would have a 

code of conduct that 

would be strictly ad-

hered to. 

The criminals would get 

cold food, be left alone 

and unsupervised. 

Lights off at 8pm, and 

showers once a week. 

Live in a tiny room and 

pay $900 per month, 

with no hope of ever 

getting out. 

Justice for all we say. 

RSO Courses are Still Available for Members Who Need 

Them. Please Contact Rob McCoy at 403-347-1363 
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CONSERVATION CAMP: 

Dates for this yearôs camp are  

July 10ðJuly 15 

Students aged 12 - 15 will be offered the Hunter Edu-

cation, Canadian Firearms Safety and Boat Operators 

Courses. Basic archery skills and associated equip-

ment and safety procedures, water safety theory, safe-

ty equipment and  application in canoeing, trap shoot-

ing and small bore rifle shooting are also some of the 

programs to be taught. 

Qualified instructors handle the various programs, and 

parents are invited to spend some time at the camp to 

see what the students are accomplishing. 

The camp is in a controlled outdoor setting located on 

Chain Lakes east of Morningside. 

Meals are included in the registration fee (3 meals per 

day served cafeteria style). The registration fee is 

$350, and if you are a member of RDFGA, the club will 

pay $175 of this fee. Book early, as I already have 2 

students registered, and I understand that 12 -14 ap-

plications have already been received. 

For more information, contact: 

Venny Chocolacek 403-347-3767 

CONSERVATION EDUCATION 

COURSE DATES: 

Conservation Education Courses for 1st time Hunters (aka: 

Hunter Ed.) are being offered on the following dates: 

May 14, 2011 

June 4, 2011 

Courses will be held at the Moose Lodge in                        

Red Deer, Alberta. 

Course will start at 9:00 am sharp, and end at 4:00pm.  

Please bring a bagged lunch as we will be working through 

our lunch hour. 

Spaces fill up fast, so register early. 

The Land Use Framework continues to be a sore spot for 

many Albertans, as does the Water Use Framework. 

Many people are unhappy with current Fishing and Hunting 

Regulations. 

A large portion of you are disgusted with the way our Long 

Gun Registry has been handled. 

Consider writing letters to your MPôs and MLAôs. Letters 

should be clear, concise, and no longer than one page in 

length. You can, after all, write as many letters as you like, 

so keep each letter to one topic. 

It also doesnôt hurt to bring your concerns up at the club 

level. Often, there is help and/ or info available. And, this is 

where the resolutions start out. 

Earl Dreeshen, MP 

Suite 100A 4315-55 Ave 

Red Deer, AB 

T4M 4N7 

Room 584 Confederation Bldg 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A6 

Mary Anne Jablonski, MLA 

North Red Deer 

#200, 4814 Ross St. 

Red Deer, AB 

T4N 1X4 

#227 Legislature Bldg 

10800-97 Ave 

Edmonton, AB 

T5K 2B6 

Cal Dallas MLA South Red 

Deer 

#503, 4901-48 St 

Red Deer, AB 

T4N 6M4 

#703 Legislature Annex 

9718-107 St 

Edmonton, AB 

T5K 1E4 

If Con is the opposite of pro, does that mean Congress is 

the opposite of progress? 
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Members will notice in the 2011 Habitat Land Bookings calendar there are more weekends available for Fish and 
Game members to camp at the Habitat Land than in previous years. We ask that anyone using the camping and camp 
kitchen facilities to leave the them cleaner than you found them and take your garbage with you. Dogs must be leashed 
when within 100 meters of the campground. Following these basic rules will make everyoneôs stay more enjoyable and 
help keep the club operating costs down.  

Members may bring guests to the Habitat Land. The club has always asked the visitor to buy a club membership if they 
plan to utilize the Habitat Land on any additional visits including camping, fishing or hiking the 4.5 kilometers of trails.  

Members camping at the Habitat Land are encouraged not to use the grassy area directly south of the camp kitchen 
when ground conditions are wet. The area was reseeded 18 months ago and has done extremely well. but the lawn is 
still soft when it rains. Vehicles will leave tire imprints in the sod. 

¶ May 1st, Archery Shoot 

¶ May 6,7 & 8, Club Members Camping 

¶ May 13,14 & 15, Black Powder 

¶ May 20, 21, 22 & 23, May Long Weekend, Club Members 
Camping 

¶ May 27, 28 29, Red Deer Woodchucks 

¶ June 3, 4 & 5, Club Members Camping 

¶ June 10, 11 & 12, Still Open for Booking 

¶ June 17, 18, & 19, Family Campout, Club Members Camp-
ing 

¶ June 20, 21, 22 & 23, Booked Function 

¶ June 24, 25, & 26, Archery Shoot 

¶ July 1, 2, 3 July Long Weekend, Club Members Camping 

¶ July 8, 9 & 10, Club Members Camping 

¶ July 15,16 & 17, Booked Function 

¶ July 22, 23 & 24, Club Members Camping 

¶ July 29, 30, 31, & August 1st, Long Weekend, Club Members 

Camping 

¶ August 5, 6 & 7, Club Members Camping 

¶ August 12, 13 & 14, Booked Function 

¶ August 19, 20 & 21, Booked Function 

¶ August 26, 27 & 28, Club Members Camping 

¶ September 2,3 ,4 & 5, Long Weekend, Club Members 
Camping 

¶ September 9, 10 & 11, Booked Function 

¶ Nothing Booked After September 11, 2011 

2011 HABITAT LAND BOOKINGS 

HABITAT LAND REPORT                                                                                  Harold DrokðChairman 


